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I 8 CONTAINING . | 5 
Some Modeſt Reflections on the 
* Efſay for Peace, the Anſwer and 


_ Reply. 


— 
” 


SIR, SIE IG) 
Dau very — deſire my Opinion oſ three little Pamphlets 
lately come Abroad, viz: An Eſſay for Peace, The Anſwer there- 
to by Mr. Webſter, with a Reply by the Author eth Eſſay, entitul- 
ed, A Letter from a Countrey Gentleman to bis Fri nd in the City, 

I wiſh you had given me your own Thaughts, before you de- 

; manded mine: But ſeeing. you are a Pœ e to whom I can refuſe. 
nothing in my power. I ſhall very ſhortly. give you my Judgement upon the 

-_ whole, with all the Sincerity 1 am capable, without engeging my ſelſ in the Quarrel, 
or willingly diſobliging any of the Gentlemen, unneceſſarly engag'd in this Debate. 

And firſt, for the Eſſay, I-know-the Author ta be a Gentleman of Piety, Pro= 

bity, Parts and Reputation, and has had no bad _ in Venting his thoughts - 

but being. a perſon of a Mild and peaceahle Temper, did Endeavour to Allay the 
Increaſing Ferment occaſioned be the hot Conteſt betwixt the contending par- 
ties about Church Government, But at the ſame time I muſt frankly tell yo 

that in my Opinion, he had done better if he had kept his Mind to himfeyf, 
ſeeing there is little probabilitie,that he will attain the End aimed at, or proſelyte 
many to be of his Judgement:And however aPerſons ofParts, given toSpeculation, 
may give Vent to his Opinion, in Matters of a curious Diſquiſition, where there 

is no hazard whether he Hit or Miſs the Mark. as in Notions, whereahout Phi - 
loſophers do ſhew the Accuracie of their Wit; Yet in Matters Sacred, ſuch as the 
Government of CHRIS T's Church, which (even by the Authors own: Concejſirn} 

ia of Pivine Right, I humbly _ every Perſon ought to pinion the Wings l | 
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7 St MM 3 
his - ſoaring, Fancy; and ( howeyer ſond he may be thereof) not raſh- 
ly publiſh the fame Abroad, leaſt he give the Ari a wrong Touch; and caſt a 
Stumbling Block before others, eſpecially in a time when that great Idol of Jea- 
louſie, Self, is ſo regnant, that many ſeek but a Pretence to alter their Judgement, 
in ſuch matters, if they can find their Account in it. 

But, Sir, to be a little more particular in my Judgement upon that Eſſay, 
With all due Defference to 12 Learned Author, none of his Arguments 
doth in the leaſt Incline me to alter my former Judgement, which 
yon know always was for 'parity as a Divine Rule, which admitts of no 
Exception de jure, tho de facto it be other ways. . | 

For I take it for a principal, that what is of Divine Inſtitution admitts of no Ex- 
ceptions, but ſuch as have 4s clear Warrand from Divine Authoritie as the Rule i8 
Self. And therefore, the Rule muſt ſtill be binding, untill the Exception be proven by 
che will GO D, Manifeſted in lis word directly, or by Neceſſar ie Conſequence. 

If this be Rightly conſidered, neither the pretence of Meceſſitie, Example or 
Rational Deductions can Warrand any Exception from the Rule, Hence all the Ar- 
gumerits adduced for Supporting the Caſe of the Exception do fall to the Ground, 
and the paralels adduced by the Author, either in the Eſſay or Reply, can 
never Solve the Difficulty, being founded in Reaſon or Applicable to matters 
of Civil Government, which are co be managed at Direction, according to the 
Exigences thereof, by choſe in Lawful Authority, according to the Direction of 
Reaſon and Council; And therefore, I Humbly Conceave, that Arguments 
drawen ſrom Realon, - Example, &c. Can never Warrand an Exception from a 
Divine Rule, etherways Reaton, &c, might be ſet up in Contradiſtinction to a 
Divine precept; And beſides, there is an Implyed D. ſtraſt of the Almigbtie, 
as ifhe would not Defend and protect ſuch as in obedience to His Divine Willy mani- 
ſeſted in his word are in the Exerciſe of their Duty. © | 55 

For clearing this, do you thinkSir,when the people oflſraelwere Commanded Deut: 
16 verſe 16. That all their Males ſhould appear three times a year, beſore the Lord 
in the place which he ſhould chooſe; That it would have been Warrandable in them, 
to have Argued thus:here indeed is a clear Precept, but if all the Males ſhall go to 
Jeruſalem three times a year, whileſt we are at War with our Neighbours, the 
Edomites, Philiſt:ines and other Nations about us, they will certainly tak Ad- 
vantage when we arel / erſhiping at Jeruſalem, to make Inroads upon us, Deſtroy 
the Women we have left behind, andDeſolate our Country, and thereſorethis precept 
( th ofDivine Authority) muſt Receive this Neceſſary Exception and Reſtriction, 
that the ſame muſt only take place when we are at peace with all about us; But 
inthe caſe of War, we muſt leave as many behind us as are Nec ſſary to Guard 
our Borders and Defend our Country from Iuvaſion, and ( to give another In- 
ſtance amongſt many that might be adduced, ) aſter the people of Iſrael had paſs- 
ed Jordan, when the Lord Commanded Joſhua that all the Males ſhould be Tire 

| cumciſed 


o 


* 


Imagine, it would have beey Warrantable Reaſoning in Joſhua, or the people 


fall upon us, and Deſtroy us, when we are not able to Defend our Selves. Sure 
ly Sir, you are nor of the mind, that this way of Arguing would have 
been Juſtifable againſt a clear and plain Command, and yet there is as 
much Force of Reaton and Plauſability in theſe, as in any adiuced for 
Supporting the Exceptions againſt the Divine Rule of Paritie, and yet 
Diſobedience in the ſormer Divine Precepts would have been no 
leſs then a direct Rebellion againſt the Holy Will of G O D; 
And it is very obſervable, That the Enemies of the People of Hyael were mira- 
colouſly Reſtrained by Divine Providence, from doing any Injury to, or takin 


Advantage of them, while they were in their Duty, by giving Obedience to the 


Commands of GOD —_— according to His Gracious Prom iie, Exod. 34. V. 
24. in theſe Words, Neither ſhall any Man deſire thy Land, when thou ſhalt go up to 


appear beſore the LORD thy GOD thrice in the year, And the fame Protection may 


confidently be expected to all that ſincerely endeavour to obey the Will of GOD, 
plainly manifeſted in His Word. 

Sir, You have my weak Judgement, in few words, of the Eſſay. As to the 
Anſwer, I ſhall only ſay, I with the Author thereof had evidenced therein more 
of the Spirit of Meekneis, which would have been more agreeable to others, 


and better ſuted the Gravity of the Subject; and likewiſe given more Force to his 
Arguments, than the manner he hath taken to manage them: For I was always 


of Opinion, that an overheaied Zeal in Reaſoning, either by Word or Write, was 


never gaining upon the Judgement of others. And tho? I know the Perſon to be 9-.- 

ö reat Merit, and well deſerving in this Church, as a Miniſter of the Co- 
ſpel, an ſaithſul Ambaſſador of his Great Maſter; Yet I muſt tay, his manner of . 
handling that Purpoſe, has too much of the Banter in it, tho otherways iu my 


Man o 


Judgement, he hath ſufficiently Anſwered all the Arguments adduced for Sup- 
porting the Exceptions to the Rule of Paritie. | : 

As be the Reply, there is much Recrimmation in it, and in my weak Appre- 
henſion, little belides, that can inſorce the Eſſayer's ſormer Arguments. But upon 
the whole, 1 wiſh with all my heart, theſe Gentlemen may lay down their Bat- 
tons; and not trouble the World any more with this unſeaſonable Debate, that 
is rather hurtſul then ediſying; eſpecially in a time when there is too much Fer- 
ment and Diviſion in the Nation, and Love amongſt Brethren ought to be more 
firm and fixed, and no advantage piven by unnceceſſarie Diſcord among Friends to 
the common Enemies of our preſent Couſtitution. I am, 


* 


Sir, 


You Sz &c. ; 


cumciſed at — 42 aſter they were in their Enemies Country, Foſh: 5. can on + = 4 


to have ſaid, we are now in our Enemies Country, and if at this time, (Se 
we be healed of our Sores) we give obedience to this Command, the Enemie willi! 


— 


_ 
, 


? 6.4 >. | z 4 4 
ITT IS 
© l * 


o 


W 7 
1 . 
n | „ 
1 63 


Ea 


4 
— — 


